RELICS OF ANCIENT MAN

from which King Solomon is said to have
obtained his gold. Its high towers and
thick walls still stand, but it has no longer
any inhabitants.

Both North and South America are rich
in Indian relics. Implements of flint and
bone have a wide distribution; pottery,
basketry, metal-work and weaving are
confined to certain areas. When the
Spaniards came to the Americas they
found two great civilizations: the Aztec
in Mexico and the Inca in Peru. The
older empire of the Mayas in Yucatan
had already begun to decline. Ruins of
the Mayan cities show us that their cul-
ture was more important in its effects
than either the Peruvian or Aztec. Their
architectural knowledge was especially
sound. The favored plan was to erect a
group of buildings (temples and palaces)
on a large terraced mound. The succes-
sive stories of these buildings were set
back, in order to give each a foundation
of solid stone. The walls were made of
thick stone slabs, fitted together, and pro-

fusely decorated with paintings and carv-
ings of symbolic figures. Their interest
in astronomy led them to discover the
lunar year of twelve months of thirty days
about 100 B.C. The spread of this Maya
culture formed the basis of many suc-
cessive cultures in Central and South
America.

The Aztecs were great colonizers and
empire builders, and they were wise
enough to keep the artistic traditions of
the tribes which they conquered. The
strange and beautiful objects which Cor-
tes sent back to Charles IV were part of
the Aztec heritage.

Before the Incas in Peru came into
power, the tribes along the west coast of
South America had become very skillful
in working copper, gold and bronze, pot-
tery-making and weaving. The artistry
of workmanship, variety and originality
of the textiles is unexcelled. Under the
skilled administration of the Incas these
abilities came into full flower and fused
to form the great Inca culture.
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A HILLSIDE MUSEUM ON EASTER ISLAND

Scattered fragments of a forgotten race are found in profusion about this lonely islet

which was discovered by the Dutch admiral, Roggeveen, on Easter Day, 1722.    It now

belongs to Chile and is sometimes called Rapanui Island.    Remains of stone houses and

platforms, rock carvings and huge statues present unsolved ethnological problems.
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